GRAMMAR | Gender and Number of Italian Nouns

Italian nouns are either masculine or feminine. The gender is generally determined by the

final letter of the word.

1. Most singular nouns end in o or a. Nouns ending in o are usually masculine;
those ending in a are usually feminine. The plural of these nouns is formed by

changingotoiandatoe.

2. Some nouns ending in e are masculine, and some are feminine. The appropriate
gender is learned through usage. The plural is formed by changing e to i.

some masculine nouns ending in e:  dottore, nome, padre, professore, ris-

torante, signore, studente

some feminine nouns ending in e: automobile, classe, lezione, madre,

notte, stazione

3. Nouns ending with an accented vowel do not change in the plural. Usnally
nouns ending in &, i, and & are masculine, and those ending in 4 and # are femi-

nine.

4. Nouns ending in a consonant do not change in the plural. Most are of foreign
origin and, unless otherwise indicated, are masculine.

EXERCISE

Determine the gender of each of the following nouns; then form the plural and
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give the English meaning,

Example: bambino  m.; pl. bambini; child, children

anno

matita

nome

cirta

vacanza

zucchero
via

B HEND AR R

ragazza

17. bar

18. libro

19, lezione

20. piazza
21. notte

22. film

23. aeroplano

L
10.
11;
12,
13.
14,
15.
16.

24,
25,
26.
17,
28.
29.
30.

ristorante
signora
automobile

sera
ragazzo
tassi
stazione
universita

classe
professoressa
autobus
vino
bambina
sport
hotel




GRAMMAR II

The Indefinite Article

In Italian the indefinite article has four forms:

EXERCISE

Place the appropriate indefinite article before the following nouns.

1B
16.
17,
18.
19.
20.
21..
2y
23,
24,
25
26.
27.

un  before masculine nouns beginning with a vowel or a consonant (except s +
consonant or z)

uno before masculine nouns beginning with s + consonant or z

un’ before feminine nouns beginning with a vowel (attaches to the following
noun: un’automobile)

una before feminine nouns beginning with a consonant

ANSWERS
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1. automgbile
2 stazione
3. signorina
4, borsa
5. casa
6. caffé
7. stanza
8. autobus
9. settimana
10. treno
11. giorno
12. quaderno
13. virtia
14. piatto

28.

PAROLE DA RICORDARE (Words to Remember)

aeroplano
anno
autobus
automgbile
bambina (f.)
bambino (m.)
bar
borsa
caffé
casa
citta
classe
dottore
film
giorno
hotel
lezione
libro
‘madre
matita
nome
studente (m2.)
studentessa (f.)
tassi

- treno
universita

airplane

year

bus
automobile, car
child, little girl
child, little boy
bar

purse

coffee, café
house, home
city, town
class

doctor, physician
film, movie
day

hotel

lesson

book

mother

pencil

noun, name

student
student
taxi, cab
train
university

notte

padre

penna

piatto

piazza
professore (m.)

professoressa (f.)

quaderno
ragazza
ragazzo
ristorante
sera
settimana
signora

signore
signorina

sport
stanza
stazione
vacanza
via

vino
virtii
zycchero

signore
bar

sera
zycchero
studente
madre
nome
studentessa
ristorante
hotel
classe
cittd

film

notte

night

father

pen

plate, dish of food

square

professor

professor

notebook

girl

boy

restaurant

evening

week

lady, married woman;
ma’am, Mrs.

man, gentlemany; sir, Mr.

young lady, unmarried
woman; Miss

sport :

TOoOm .

station

vacation, holiday

street, road

wine

virtue

sugar



Basic Expressions 5

GRAMMAR lll The Definite Article

A. In English, there is only one form of the definite article: the. In Italian, the defi-
nite article has several different forms.

- 1. With Masculine Nouns
il (sing.) and i (pl.) before a noun beginning with a consonant (except s
-+ consonant or z)

I (sing.) and gli (pl.) before a noun beginning with a vowel

lo (sing.) and gli (pl.) before a noun beginning with s + consonant or z
PPanno gli anni

il dottore i dottori

lo studente gli studenti

2. With Feminine Nouns
la (sing.) and le (pl.) before a noun beginning with a consonant

P (sing.) and le (pl.) before a noun beginning with a vowel

Pautomobile le automobili
la ragazza le ragazze

- B. With very few exceptions, the definite article is always required before a noun.
In contrast to English usage, the article is required when referring to a person by

title.
Il dottor Rossi abita a Roma. Dr. Rossi lives in Rome.
It is omitted, however, when addressing people by their titles.
Come sta, signora J;mes? How are you, Mrs. Jones?
Buon giorno, professor Betti. Good morning, Professor Betti.

Note that as with signore, the last vowel of the titles dottore and professore is
dropped before a person’s last name. '

EXERCISES
A. Place the correct definite article before the following singular nouns.
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1. casa 9. padre
24 tassi 10. signora
3 autobus 11. bar
4, sera 12, stanza
5 caffe 13. citta
6. stazione 14. zucchero
7. matita
8. aeroplano
B. Give the plural forms of each of the following:
1. il quaderno 8. Puniversita
2. la piazza 3. 11 fﬂ.m T
3. il ristorante 10. il professore
—= 4. Panno 11. il nome
5. la settimana _ 12. Photel
6. la virt 13. il treno
7. la lezione 14. la classe
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